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2010 Brighton Photo Biennial 

  

Brighton Photo Biennial 
http://www.bpb.org.uk 

  
Brighton Photo Fringe 

http://photofringe.org 
  

Arguably the most important photography events in the UK 
Takes place every 2 years in Brighton and neighbouring towns e.g. Bexhill 

and Eastbourne 
  

2010 festival curated by Martin Parr 
  

Myths, Manners and Memory - photographers of the American South 
(Bexhill) 

(NB WeAreOCA link not working) 
  

Selection of B+W and colour work that demonstrates the futility of trying to 
pigeon hole documentary photography 

Genres/work includes - formal portraits, casual snaps, travel 

photography, pseudo-reality photography, traditional photojournalism, 
landscape 

Photographers include -  William Eggleston, Walker Evans, William 
Christenberry, Alec Soth 

  
Alec Soth: Sleeping by the Mississippi 

Poses interesting questions about the intentions of the photographer -  
Quest for the bizarre 

Did Soth have an agenda before setting off? 
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JN thinks not - but - cultural baggage/preconceptions about 
people and place must have influenced the editing process 

  
Stan Dickinson - (comment 2) 

Didn’t feel any sense of agenda other than desire to record the less 
obvious 

A collection of curios 
Sometimes sinister, sometimes just plain odd, sometimes 

amusing 
Wonders - is this what the American south is really like? 

  
Gareth - (comment 4) 

Soth is drawn to outsiders but also documents the physical margins of 
society 

Issue that series covers northern and southern states but the 
exhibition only features the south 

Full series shows the south no weirder than the north 
  

  
Walker Evans 

Disappointing small and poorly printed images that did not do his work 

justice 
Art photographs are printed big (e.g. Eggleston) - does this mean 

Evans work is not art? 
If not what is it? 

Documents? Photojournalism? Materialised nostalgia? 
  

NY Times article: (via Clive W - comment 1) 
Kimmelman, M. (2006) Walker Evans. Or Is It? The New York Times, August 

25th 2016. Available at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/25/arts/design/25evan.html [accessed 7th 

January 2018] 
  

Dhruv Malhotra: Sleepers 
http://www.dhruvmalhotra.com/index.html 

http://www.dhruvmalhotra.com/Sleepers/index.html 
  

A lesson to short sighted gaze of western photographers 
"A coherent and captivating body of work on a humanist topic of universal 

appeal" 
  
Simon Roberts: The Election Project 

http://theelectionproject.co.uk/the-exhibition 
  

Left JN cold 
Emotionless work 

"they reflect an election utopia, an idealised society devoid of emotions and 
tension embarked in the ultimate civilised activity: a confrontation free-

electoral process." 
  

Election photos taken by the public 
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E.g. Gordon Brown defaced with red paint, David Cameron with a hand 
drawn moustache 

Juvenile but funny - JN would rather see these than the Roberts' work 
"if a photograph doesn’t make the viewer feel anything, well what 

is the point of taking it in the first place?" 
  

Stuart Griffiths: Closer 
http://www.stuartgriffiths.net 

http://www.stuartgriffiths.net/portfolio/closer.html 
  

Strongest of the show for Clive W (comment 1) 
  

Suzanne Opton: Soldier/veteran portraits 
https://www.suzanneopton.com 

https://www.suzanneopton.com/soldier/ 
https://www.suzanneopton.com/many-wars/ 

  
(Stan Dickinson - comment 2) 

  
Molly Landreth: Queer Brighton 
http://www.culture24.org.uk/art/photography-and-film/ART309144 

https://www.lensculture.com/articles/molly-landreth-embodiment-a-portrait-of-
queer-life-in-america 

  
Oscar Fernando Gomez : Mexican Taxi Driver 

http://www.lamiradadeltaxista.com/content/en/about.htm 
  

(Keith Greenough - comment 3) 
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